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Sanders recognizes older Americans
month by praising Vermont’s Meals on
Wheels Programs

Mon, 05/07/2018 - 5:04pm --

Vermont Business Magazine To celebrate Older Americans Month, U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) recognized
the outstanding work of Vermont’s Meals on Wheels programs. Consistent with this year’s theme, “Engage at
Every Age,” Sanders pointed to the hundreds of older Vermonters who volunteer their time to help deliver
meals across the state.

Last year, Meals on Wheels delivered more than 1 million freshly cooked and nutritious meals to seniors across
Vermont. “There is no question that Meals on Wheels is helping ensure Vermonters have access to adequate
nutrition. However, the program does much more than just deliver a nutritious meal,” Sanders said.

“A visit from a Meals on Wheels volunteer provides invaluable social interaction for seniors who may be feeling
isolated in their homes. Moreover, the volunteers routinely check to make sure that seniors are safe, secure
and warm,"” Sanders said. “It is no exaggeration to say that these safety checks have saved Vermonters’ lives.”

A 2015 study from the Government Accountability Office requested by Sanders found that more than one in
five seniors do not know where their next meal is coming from. “It is simply unacceptable that millions of older
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adults in this country are living in poverty and struggling to feed themselves. A great nation is not judged by
the tax breaks it gives to billionaires. Rather, it is judged by how it cares for its most vulnerable, including its
seniors,” Sanders said. “That is why we must expand nutrition programs like Meals on Wheels.”

The Older Americans Act, long championed by Sanders, who is the ranking member of the Senate
subcommittee on retirement security, provides funding for critically important services for nearly 12 million
seniors. In addition to Meals on Wheels, those services include caregiver support, transportation for seniors,
job training, protection from abuse and financial exploitation and more. Along with Social Security, Medicare
and Medicaid, the Older Americans Act is a critical part of the country’s support system for seniors.

Earlier this year, Sanders helped secure almost $60 million in additional funding for senior nutrition services,
which will mean nearly $300,000 more for these programs here in Vermont. “This is a victory for seniors in
Vermont and across the country. However, | strongly believe more funding is needed for our seniors, which is
why | wrote a letter, signed by 32 of my Senate colleagues, calling for a significant funding increase for the
Older Americans Act.”

To read Sanders’ letter, click here

To read Sanders’ remarks in the Congressional Record celebrating the Meals on Wheels program in
Vermont, click here

To watch a video of Sanders’ three recent town meetings to discuss issues of importance to older
Vermonters, click here

To watch a video of Sanders’ staff joining Meals on Wheels volunteers to deliver meals to older
Vermonters, click here

https://www.vermontbiz.com/news/2018/may/07/sanders-recognizes-older—americans-month-praising—vermont%E2%80%995-meals-wheels-programs
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_ David Lazarus, a Los Angeles Times colum-
nist, writes on_consumier issues, He can be

reached at david.lazarus @latimes.com,
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The College of St. Joseph board of trustees reviews the budget proposed by the administration before voting 13-3 on Monday to I;eep the 'schoul ﬁpen
Below, the CS.J faculty listen to the proposal, which included plans for new revenue sources.

Trustees vote to keep CSJ open




By GORDON DRITSCHILD
STAFF WRITER

Callege of St joseph in
Rutland s styving open.

After a three-hour meet-
1, the board ol trustees
voted 133 10 continue
aperating while the col
lege cuacts a number of
new programs mtended o
I Iease revenne.

“After wday, we will go
lorward and everything will
be just as it's supposed 1o
be,” CS) President Lany fen-
sen said before the meenng.

The decision was met
with cheers from the stu
dents and Laculy gathered
1y the sehiool’s Tuile Auds
torium, Ouisicde. thes haglh-
fived cach other.

Exclunanons overheard
in the crowd leaving the
building included ~ Anothes
veat ol college tor tyee.” 1
wuess ' gerting that apart
ment.” and "1 get 1o keep
my ol

IThe uustees anpounced
Jate last maonth they were
constderning closing the
college. College oliicials
sand that between encoll-
ment shortalls and fosses
Ironn the Laded physician s
assistant program. they

were runmung lage deficits
and had gone through 40
percent of then 35 milhon
endow el

Ihe new programs
include marketing o cam
pus butldimg as an event

site. seeking more grants

and alumni donations,
€ Il'.l[illg o !I.l”lllu!”h'\,’,\‘
mstituie. apennyg 4 child
care center, developing the
health sciences program,
expanding apartinent rent
als and ollening "neuro
educanon waining,

A

Jensen siad the prograns|
waould allow the school 1)
rotghly break even il las
astudent population of 200)
tull-time undergraduanes
and if “highly conservatie
resenue projections are
el

“An A recovenng accoti
tant, 1 look at mumbers all]
the tme and | see some
thing very posiive.” uste
Edwin Johmson said. ~1 seef
programns that can grow.”

Jensen said the collewe]
i also expectng 1o beneln
from the sale af two fonme
Oniva buildings s Procuo)
both in resenue foon the
sales and savings lram o)
lomnger having o man
the budddimgs.

[he programs
culled fram a longer st
ol proposals presented by
the faculy Jast week. Jen-
sen said he 1ok the oney|

were

See CSJ. Page AS

CSJ

view.” Jensen replied.
Fhe chald care propasal

Ci1e

is on track 1o have the day
centel

licensed by

Abaotit
they returned and Faces

15 minates later,

Continued from Page A1

that would be the easiest
o inplement and then cue
the revenue projections
offered by the laculiy —
mans of which the faculn
haed alveady claimed were
conservative — o hall.

“1 think we have made
411 estimale
wIvess voll o program that
mimimizes the risks we

here and

Liave to take.” he saud.

At one point, bhoard
Chanrman A. Jav Kenlan
asked why the colle wias
not already doing most
ot all of whar had been
proposed.

“Because we
transitioning lrom a
tnnon-hased organizanon
to o more diverse point ol

Itave been

was met with the greatest
skepricsm and sorutin
Irom the board. Trustee

Jack Facev said all of the

larger childcare facihines
he kpew al were nonprol-
its, and even those were
barels geting by

“Ii'd be great 1l a
worked, but 7 he said,
shaking his head “no™ as
he tranled oll.

Sister Shirley Camp-
hell, who had opened the
meeting with a praver log
saud
the licensing process Lo
childeare could easily take
three to lowur vears.

“1 know we te noa tghie
spot here and 'm very
sensitive to that, o this
15 specudanion.” she said.

Administrator Roget
Weeden replied thar €8]

“hope and peace.”

August and it would be
ehygible for a number ol
subsicdies that most of its
counterparts around the
state are nol.
Alter mort
hovars of
including comments
fronm 1the audience. ken-
lan asked the board if u
wanted 10 Zo Lo execu-
Lve to which
ntmerous people i the
audience replied by shout-

than twa
discussion.

sSesslan,

me “vote,”
“This s a board decy

ol

decision,

an audience
Renlan sanl.
The board then voted 10
SO M EXCCHIIVE Session
and henban wold the crowd
the trustees would retuen
Lo vote i 15200 minutes.,
“We'll make our decision
rght here i lront of voul”

Nlolt.

made the monon 1o cond
e --ln‘l;xluux.

“We all got a lot ol
waork ahead of us.” musiee
Michael Calorta sawd. with
henlan guickly senmnding
I the vore had not been
taken ver. [he crowd rook
this as a good sign and
began cheering.

Lhe vore was conducied
ballor and
announced 10 4 second
round of cheevs. heanlan

by paper

watned the andience not
10 think that the voie
meant the college’s 1ssuey
were at an cnd.

“This is not a passengeln
vessel,
working vessel. Every pers
san on boavd is a membes
ol the crew. ... We need all
ol vau 1o lwlp us achieve

these goals”

hie said. “This is a




‘tion Tlmrsda)' morning tha

military, éerv;ce ,
new flag flying in their iono
Gov, Phil Scottslgned legisl:

Strong s son, Mavine Sgt
grantsspecial designation to the _ jesse Strong, was killed along- :
“Horior aind Remember” flag.  side thre¢ other Matines dur-

Irasburg Rep. Vicki Srong  ing a firefight in Iraq in 2005.
was by all accounts the driving  He was 24 years old.
force behind Jegislation thatwill
allow:the flag-to.be flown on “monters kzlled in action in-the,
state and mumupal propetties. . ‘wars in Jraq and: Afglnmsmn
-~ Ata bill signing ceremony Another 1,235 residents of this

. and women who are wﬂhng

setve and to pay that price for

-our freedom,” Strong said,

-Marion Gray, who.lives ir
Calais, said she knows that price
well. Her stepson, Army Sgt.

Jesse Srong is one of 40 Ver- - Jamie Gray, was killed in Iraq in

12004, when the vehicle he was

dnvmgm hita roadside bomb ‘

Gray serves as the president

of the scn/lcemen and service:

monument— fill avoid for her.
“Because I can't reach out and
touch my son anymore, I have to

‘hawsomeﬂnnglotmrh,”shesald,

“Gray stood in‘the crowd”
of Scott’s ceremonial office

‘bsentcd Seottiwith clistorized
- 'vérsion of the flag, bearing the * a tr:

s:; name,of his father, World Wa1 ‘ne
Tl veteran Howard R. Scott.
omen.who have died —like -,
:the clmll ofa ﬂag or,a granite;

+ ‘Howard Scott returned to

legs from an injuryin World War
I1.. He died years later from
those servicerelated injuries.

» Strong said the ﬂag honors

not only the service: people

who were killed in action, but

50 mvay" Andshe says the

- griefol the motherswholost their
+ sons tosuicide isn't any different;
+home Vermont after Iosmg both

“They’re sulfering the same
level of pam and. trauma that I

. suffered,” Strong said.

Twenty-three other states
have granted the same official
designation to the Honor'and
Remember flag.
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By SUSAN SMALLHEER
STAFF WRITER

VERNON — Entergy
(Nuclear has resumed mov
ing 11s radioactve nucleay
ftuel into permanent stos-
fage at the Vermont Yankee
site, ending a two-monih
lelay while plant officials
letermined a design prob
flem involving a loose bole
wis ot present,

Neil Sheehan, spokesman
tor the Nuclear Regulatory
Commussion, said Monday
1 NRC inspecior was on
hand last week when the
Ly cask loading resumed a
the closed Vernon seacion

“The loading mecluded
some damaged Louel and
the cask has some design
features that had not been
wsed belore at Vermon
ankee.” he said.

Workers pour a concrete pad last June for an
age facility for Vermont Yankee's spent radi

Sheehan said the dame
age o the luel rods were
not new. bur had devel-
oped during Yankee's
lifetime. The state’s only
anuclear reacton shur down

n December 2001, aler
Entergy determined the
plant was uneconomical.
VY operated tar abous
alimost 13 vears. During that
time. there were fuel rods

thar developed leaks or
bad ather defecs.” e said.
“Than fuel must be haneled
with additional care.”

Entergy had suspended
the S1ES milhon wansier
ol the radioactive heel from
Vermont Yankee's spent
fuel pool 1w the airconted
storage Lacility in Mach. cie
ing a problem with soniba
cashs at a Cablomia wuclear
plant.

The casks used ar the
San Onalre nuclear power
Plant were designed and
manafactured by Holrer
Internanonal, the same
company that manulac-
tured the casks being used
at Vermont Yankee.,

Holiec is also daoing the
Luel transter a1 Vermant
Yankee, according to
Entergy.

“Entergy Vermont Yan-
kee has yesumed s div
luel storage campaign,
temaining on track 1o
complete the sale nansfer
ol spem nuclear tuel.” said

Joe Lynch. semom govern-

ment alfais manager Lot
decommissioning.

He said the Flrth cask was
placed o the storage pad
Saturdas.

"I there are no lurthet
signibicant delavs or work
stoppages, it is anucipated
that the campaign will be
completed by the cod ol
September,” Lynch said.

The fuel nansfer was
halted afues whart Sheehan
described as “one [oose
balt” was found in a Holtec
cask at San Onofre aml ane
at Holtee's mamiacturing
plant

Entergy resumes radioactive fuel transfer

5

“VY s using the same cask|
design. Alter an analvsis was)
periormed that showed|
even il the bolis were miss
g, the heat ranster within
the cask would sull be ellec
uve,” Sheehan said.

He noted NRU had oo
stopped the fuel oansier

“We did nor have cond
cems 1\'1)“‘ dlf lt‘\lllllllu(’lt
of work based on what the)
analysis determined.” he
sael.

NarthStar Holding |
which hopes 1o puschase)
Vermant Yankee fiom)
Entergy later this vear)
said the fuel ranster mos
be completed belove the)
sitle.

Hearingy belore the staeed
Public U nlity Commmissiany
on the proposed sale begin|
Wednesday.




Dan D’Ambrosio
Burlington Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Utility crews continued to work Mon-
day to restore power to about 200 cus-
tomers who remained without electricity
following Friday’s night's wild weather
that brought high wind, heavy rain and
hail. Most of those without power were
concentrated in Orange County, where
about 125 households awaited help.

Green Mountain Power, the state’s

date: Colche
largest utility, said Saturday in anews re-
lease that more than 5§0,000.customers
at one point were without power. The
company doubled the size of its restora-
tion crew and on Monday only about 50
Green Mountain Power customers re-
mained without power. :

The Colchester-based utility reported
wind gusts reaching 55 mph, downing
trees and power lines.

The Colchester Causeway is closed
until further notice because of storm
damage, Colchester officials said Satur-

. /BFP
S8 A,

ster CailSeWay damaged

day. The causeway has limited damage
from Mills Point to the bridge, but past
the bridge is showing major damage, in-
cluding sink holes and heavy debris.

Vermont Emergency Management
Spokesman Mark Bosma said Monday
his agency has yet to determine whether
any of the public utilities affected by the
storm would be eligible for federal assis-
tance. Green Mountain Power, as a pri-
vately owned utility, is not eligible, ac-
cording to Bosma.

The damage to public infrastructure,

including town roads, has to total $1 mil-
lion for the state to qualify for assistance.
Each county also has its own threshold to
meet for damages to qualify for help.
Bosma said he was making calls Monday
to determine the level of damage, but
said it wouldbe mid-week beforehe has a
final dollar amount.
Contact Dan D'’Ambrosio at 660-1841 07
ddambrosio@freepressmedia.com. . Fol-
low him on Twitter @DanDambrosioVT.
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Burlington Free Press °
USA TODAY NETWORK

Heads-up: Wind-driven waves will
threaten some low-lying shorelines on
Lake Champlain for the next several
days, forecasters say. )

Landowners ip flood-prone areas
“should take action to protect their prop-
erty” cautioned an update posted at
noon Monday by the National Weather
Service office in South Burlington.

The lake reached its flood stage of 100
feet above sea leve] Sunday, and js pre-
dicted to remain at that leve] through

Thursday, ,sajdAndrea’I.,eRbccé,‘ ameteo-
rologist at the Weather service, o

King Street ferry dock and Perkins Pier
in Burlington wil] likely experience some
flooding, she added,

ate a modest surge in lake levels around

Windward-facing shorelines are most
vulnerable to damage from wave action
and water-borne debris. ’

Weaker winds and warmer weather

are in the longer-term forecast, but the
lake's water remains at the bone—chiﬂing

low-40s, public safety officials warn.

High‘water, a»s usual

etation and frozen Or soggy soils.
The lake has topped100 feet atleast2g
times due to spring flooding, according to

tional Weather Service.
The NWs's top 10 flood crests:
1 103.20 ft on 05/06/2011

2 102.10 ft on 05/04/1869

3 101.88 ft on 04/25/1993
410186 ft on 04/28/1993
5 10180 ft on 03/30/1903
6 10171 ft on 04/05/1998
7 101.64 ft on 04/05/1976
8 10162 ft on 04/29/1994
9 10161 ft on 03/27/193¢
10101.61 ft on 05/07/1983
The lake’s Median leve] for April and §
May is about 98 5. according to weather |
service records,
Contact Joel Banner Baird qf 802-
660-1843 or joelbaird@freepressme~

dia.com. Folloy him on Twitter @VTgo-
ingUp,
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